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Intro to Pride 
In 2016, just prior to the Orlando shootings, a Parish 
Councillor in Sandown said in an open council 
meeting that he wanted to hire attendants to stop the 
“paedophiles, pigeons and homosexuals” from using 
the public toilets. Despite causing national outrage, this 
town councillor was not challenged by the Island.

At this time, there was a sizable LGBT population, 
but there was no scene or community. There was a 
Gay Men’s Chorus which was successful and hosted 
a number of concerts to raise funds. There was a 
fledgling youth group called Breakout, and AgeUK had 
just appointed their first LGBT worker. Other than this, 
there was no community to stand up and make a stand 
against such bigotry.

When the Orlando shootings happened, the AgeUK 
worker and a police Lesbian & Gay Liaison Officer (LAGLO) 
worked together to put on a vigil. Expecting a small 
turnout, over 200 people turned out to show support and 
to remember those who had lost their lives. This started 
a buzz and the discussion turned to whether or not the 
Island would be ready for their first ever Pride event.

A small group formed to start progressing the discussion and 
in November 2016, a survey was created to gather the views 
of the LGBT community on the Island the big unknown!

The local weekly newspaper, the Isle of Wight County 
Press, picked up on this questionnaire and published a 
short article to announce that the Island would be having 
their first Pride event. What followed was unexpected 
and shocked us all! One of the columnists in the paper, 
who was always known for courting controversy, wrote 
a column entitled “Pride Parade - Do a deal?” and 
proceeded to write a very homophobic piece in which 
she asked the LGBT+ community to remain quiet and 
also questioned sexual openness. This spurred the 
organisers of Pride onwards and resulted in a huge 
wave of public support for Pride from the general Island 
community and beyond.

Still feeling humble about the love and support from 
the community, the organisers of IWPride went about 
organising the Island’s first ever Pride, whilst also bringing 
large numbers of fringe events, providing numerous social 
opportunities for the LGBT+ community to come together 
in a way they had never been able to before.

Then in May 2017 the incumbent MP, Andrew Turner, 
was asked in a school by some pupils who were 
enthusiastic about the upcoming Pride event, whether 
or not he would be attending. Turner’s response was 
“no” and he is then alleged to have gone on to say that 
he thought that gay people were ‘a danger to society’. 
Once again thrusting Pride into the spotlight, turning 
the country’s eyes onto the Isle of Wight in a negative 
way and showing how Pride was now even more 
important to the Island. Turner quit on the same day 
after a media storm.

Come July 15th 2017, the organisers were incredibly 
nervous. It had been a tumultuous year and they weren’t 
sure how the community would respond. The Island 
has always been referred to in a negative way when it 
comes to equality and diversity, often being likened to 
somewhere stuck in the 1950’s in its attitudes as well 
as its road network. To stand on the main street in Ryde 
and be surrounded by over four thousand people as the 
parade made its way though the town to huge roars of 
support and made its way to the UK’s first ever Beach 
Pride was the most amazing experience ever.

As a community without an LGBT+ scene, many people 
on the Island attended IWPride 2017 as their first ever 
Pride or, indeed, their first ever LGBT+ event. Whilst 
Southampton and Portsmouth Prides are nearby, many 
Islanders are either unable to attend due to fear, travel 
costs or the fact that these are also new and fledgling 
Pride events. Many of our schools and young people 
are not exposed to diversity in the same way that other 
areas of the country are and the Solent can often make 
people feel isolated.

IW PRIDE ALL 
YEAR ROUND!
Isle of Wight Pride run fringe events throughout the 
year including Art exhibitions, photo exhibitions, 
Gala events, social opportunities and Youth events. 
We are collaborating closely with our neighbouring 
Prides to support each other but to also maintain 
our individual identities and individual main pride 
events. This is seen as essential in supporting each 
other to do fundraising but also to create events that 
are popular and successful.



 

music from world famous harpist cormac de barra  
performance of afri-queer now by kat kai kol-kes

An Intimate Evening of voice & harp  

Cormac De Barra  
Kat kai kol-kes

friday 28th april 
7:30pm 

Minghella theatre 
£10  

Evening in aid of IWPride 2017 
Visit our website for further information  

www.iwpride.org 
info@iwpride.org





The Theme for 2018!
We are really excited about our Theme for 2018 and 
what it means to us as the Isle of Wight, but also the 
impact we want it to make to the rest of the UK.

People often ask, “Why do we need Pride”, indeed many 
of our own LGBT+ community ask this question too. Pride 
has always been and always will be about all of our being 
in control of our destiny. Whether we are fighting for the 
right to be in control of that destiny, fighting for the right 
to marry, fighting for the right to live, fighting for the right 
to be free of fear, prejudice and oppression, or whether 
we are celebrating that, as individuals with a history of 
persecution, we feel that we have taken control of our 
own personal destinies.

Pride 2017 on the Island was the corner stone about this 
fight for control on the Island. Too many individual stories 
came to light about LGBT+ people who had moved away 
from the Isle of Wight, or lost hope, passion or were living 
their daily lives in fear. Pride had bought many of these 
people  the right and passion to fight for their ownership 
of their destiny.

This is why Pride 2018 on 
the Island will be all about 

#IOWnmydestiny

We want to encourage the use of our theme and our 
hashtags around the UK. 2017 was just the start for the 
Island, we will still be fighting throughout the year for 
many many people to be able to live free of fear, hatred 
and persecution. Just because we have equal rights on 
the Island, doesn’t mean that prejudice does not exist. 
The recent news story about parents taking a school to 
court due to fear of a Transgender child proves this. Yet 
Pride will rise up and fight for peoples right to OWN their 
own destiny, to give people aspiration and hope and 
courage. This is a year round theme on the Island and we 
have events throughout the year to fight for this.

We want to encourage our theme to be used across the 
Country and UK Pride status will help us in this goal, 
to reach out to the rest of the UK and the World and 
encourage people to Re-Gain and take back ownership 
of Pride. To remember, rightly the past, but to also look 
bravely to the future, together, towards a time when 
everybody in our country, whether you live in a big City or 
a small Isolated community. You OWN your destiny.  People 
often ask rhetorically in shock “The Isle of Wight has its 
own Pride?” - well yes it does!  Using the Islands success in 
our first year, we want to give inspiration to people across 
the Country and invite them to join us on our journey. 

There will be many places in the UK that are similar to the 
Island who do not have their own Pride. We want to use our 
own experiences to encourage them all to increase the pride 
movement in the UK and to host their own event! For us to 
be granted UK Pride status in only our second year would 
be an incredible story that would give great strength to 
those areas just starting out, or those who are considering 
whether their town, or locality is ready for a Pride. 

Financial IWPride are once again collaborating with AB 
Bars and events, have financial support from the local 
tourist board Visit Isle Of Wight and cross solent travel 
operators and are working with Solent Communications to 
secure sponsorship packages

UK Pride 2018 on the Isle of Wight will be so much more 
than a weekend.



Political side of Pride - Leightons Story
Some would say I had a privileged upbringing: two 
loving parents, a house by the seaside, never wanting 
for anything. Whilst that is true, grow-ing up on the 
Island, I never truly knew what it was to live in a diverse 
and accepting society. I lived a sheltered ‘protected’ life. 
I simply wasn’t exposed to diversity of any sort whether 
race, religion or sexual orientation. Did I truly own my 
own destiny?

From an early age, like so many others, I knew that I was 
‘different’, that I had feelings I couldn’t explain. I didn’t 
really know what it was to be Gay as I had never met 
anyone else that was. 

My teenage years were tough I slowly began to realise 
that I was gay, and craved acceptance, somewhere 
where I could be simply ‘me’ and see a future for myself. 

There was no scene, there were no groups I could join, 
my school and college didn’t do anything to encourage 
diversity. I experienced bullying and name calling 
because I was ‘different’. I felt so alone. I wished that I 
wasn’t gay, that I’d be ‘normal’.  

At this time, with the advent of the online world, I used 
sites like Gaydar to network with other gay people 
nearby. This helped me to come to terms with my 
sexuality, to realise that I wasn’t alone, but it still all felt 
so secretive and sordid. 

My eventual coming out was not an easy experience. My 
parents were devastated and concerned more with what 
the neighbours would say than the fact that their son 
had just made one of the biggest decisions of their life. 
Aged 18, I had no choice other than to move out of the 
family home and rent a room from a friend. 

It was two years before my mother would talk to me 
again, and even longer before we would once again be 
able to give each other a hug when we met, or a kiss 
when we left. A truly heart-breaking experience having 
grown up in such a loving family unit.

I asked myself so many times why she behaved like that. I 
eventually realised that it was pure ignorance. She didn’t 
know what she was scared of. She didn’t know why she 
was so against it. For her it was a fear of the unknown. 

I count myself very lucky that I met my partner very 
early on into adulthood; aged just 19. He, like me, had 
grown up on the Island and only when he ‘escaped’ to 
the Capital for University did he find the courage and 
confidence to come out before returning to the Island 
after graduating. He made me realise what it was to be 
a ‘normal’ gay person not the stereotype we had come 
to recognise. He was just a regular guy, who liked guys. 
Someone like me.

We set up home together, and today, 13 years later, 
we are set to get married in the next year with the full 
support and blessing of our parents. 

When we stood together on 15th July and watched the 
Pride procession beginning to descend Union Street, I can 
remember looking around at the many hundreds of people 
who had gathered. Everyone was so happy and people 
from all backgrounds were coming together to celebrate. 

This was a real moment for our little Island. It was the 
moment we made a stand, that we embraced diversity 
and we showed just how close we are as a community. 

For me, I felt incredibly emotional. I met new people and 
made new friends that day. But most of all, I finally felt 
accepted in the place that I call home. And for the first 
time, I actually felt proud. It made me realise for the first 
time in a long time, that I OWN my destiny and nobody 
can take that away from me.

Impact beyond the Isle of 
Wight. Bringing pride to 
the UK and Worldwide
Around the world there are people who are not in 
privileged positions, whether it be through national law 
dictating that they are illegal just because of who they 
are or who they love. Or whether it is because of hatred, 
fear, and ignorance meaning that they do not feel free 
and able to OWN their destiny. Pride is about standing 
up for these people. We want to use our theme in 2018 
to raise awareness of those in the world who cannot 
OWN their destiny, showing support and solidarity with 
the LGBT+ people in those Countries and to pray for a 
time when everybody, regardless of their Gender Identity 
or sexuality, can all OWN their own destiny and futures.

Fundraising, highlighting the 
importance of fundraising for UK 

Pride Network to help support 
smaller and new Prides to attend 

networking events

At Isle of Wight Pride, we would not have been 
successful in our first year without the support of 
UKPON. To have been able to attend the conference 
in January in Cardiff, to network and to learn lots of 
important things about Pride was vital in helping us to 
create a successful event. We were fortunate enough to 
be able to cover the costs involved in going to Cardiff. 
However, we under-stand that there are many fledgling 
or smaller Prides around the country who cannot. This 
should not be a barrier to creating Pride events, no 
matter how small or isolated.

As a result, if granted UKPride status in 2018, we want 
to launch legacy aspects to UKPride.

Firstly, we want some of our main fundraising activities 
to raise money for UKPON. By raising funds for UKPON, 
we want to ensure that the annual conference and 
the accessibility to the network is increased and that 
everybody is able to attend.

We have already started to plan fundraising events, such 
as a sponsored walk around the circumference of the 
Island. This just happens to be 72 miles and we will be 
using this sponsored gruelling walk to raise awareness 
also of the 72 countries in which it is still illegal to be 
Gay. Each mile dedicated to their LGBT residents, unable 
to currently OWN their destiny.

We will also have a UKPON stand at our pride, selling 
bespoke items related to UKPON and increasing 
awareness of Pride events across our Country. Part of 
this will be to create a legacy art item, whether that is 
a Pride Blanket or a similar item that can be handed to 
UK Pride 2019 who can add to it and hand it down the 
years as a special legacy piece to remember the history 
of UK Pride. We would also invite Hull, as the inaugural 
event, to add to this legacy item.

Peter Tatchell
Activist and speaker at Pride 2017



Marketing Plan
Producing a strong visual identity for Isle of Wight Pride 
2018 - Isle of Wight Pride is currently re-branding both 
our Logo as well as our Website. There will be a major 
part of our website dedicated to UKPride, detailing Pride 
details around the UK, linking to all other Pride events 
and running a calendar of events. Visual identity is very 
important to us and we have a number of marketing 
companies working with us, including Rubber Duckiee 
who created this document. We will work hard to make 
sure that Branding is attractive, inclusive to everyone and 
welcoming. Tee shirts will be designed and produced to 
create a buzz and a vibe about UK Pride. These will also 
be legacy items. People will want to collect UK Pride tee 
shirts year after year.

Engaging the media  
with Pride
Not only do we have fantastic relationships with our 
local media partners, all of whom picked up with the 
Bid press release on the day it was released. But we also 
worked closely and have maintained good relationships 
with Gaydio, Boys in London and GScene in Brighton. 
We will work to develop further media partnerships 
to ensure that the whole UK is cov-ered. We have a 
dedicated team who will ensure that this reaches it 
potential audience.

Partnerships with  
travel companies
This is a huge bonus for us. All our travel partners on the 
Island, including our own tourist board, embark on their 
own marketing and sales strategies. A major part of this 
is to encourage people to new events and big events on 
the Island. They have all shown huge support for our bid 
and will be working hard to market the event if we are 
successful in our bid.

Embracing Social Media 
in 2018
Within 6 months, our Facebook page gained over 
3500 followers. We aim to build on this and we used 
Facebook advertising effectively in 2017 and will 
continue to do so in 2018. We will aim to arrange a 
thunderclap and definitely aim for #UKPride2018 to be 
trending on twitter alongside our own #IOWnMyDestiny. 
We are also going to run a number of so-cial media 
campaigns around our theme - #IOWnMyDestiny, 
encouraging others to join in these campaigns and 
increase participation and interaction.

Advertising 
We set aside a 10 thousand pounds marketing and 
advertising strategy in 2017. As stated above, we will 
work closely with a number of big partners on the Island 
to utilise their advertising budgets and streams, whilst 
also targeting our advertising across the UK.

Promotional Banners  
and posters
Banners will be used at as many UK Prides throughout 
2018 to raise awareness of our event and of UK 
PON. We will seek to have a stand at many of these 
Prides also to help raise awareness and support. There 
are a large number of public events on the Isle of 
Wight, which we will also support and attend to raise 
awareness. These include the Isle of Wight Festival 
amongst other well known, loved and attended events.

Claires story 

Shaynes Story 
Im Shayne and I am the current Chair of the IWPride 
Youth Committee. Pride meant a huge deal to me, after 
being kicked out of home at the age of 17 for being 
gay, I then came out as Trans and felt at a low ebb. 
Pride helped to build my spirits and to spend time with 
like minded people was an amazing experience that I 
will never forget. Carrying the Pride banner at the front 
of the parade filed me with immense joy, comfort and 
strength that I will never replicate. I want to increase 
the youth access to IWPride for 2018 and would be 
delighted if the UK was able to come and see what the 
Island means to us all.



Ollys Story
Pride; it’s the time of year to break out the badges, dust 
off the flags, and don’t forget the glitter. 

Traditionally held in June, the season is (pleasingly) 
getting longer and longer, with Pride events being held 
around the country, between May and September, 
according to Stonewall. My first Pride, many years ago, 
was in London. Like a true newbie, I accepted all the 
free stickers, pens and leaflets from every stall, I chatted 
with complete strangers, and it rained constantly; I had 
a great time.

Now, I have a tiny confession to make. I’m the B in LGBT. 
I own a number of labels, including queer, non-binary, 
genderqueer and ravenclaw (ok so one of those is not 
the same as the others), but bisexual has been part of 
my identity for over half my life. However, admitting to 
being bisexual in a LGBT space can be similar to what 
I imagine it must be like to telling people at a vegan 
convention that you work in a butchers shop.

That very first Pride, I was treated to a chant of “here 
come the breeders!” as my beloved pink, purple and 
blue flag came into view during the parade. Since then 
I’ve heard the lot; “bi now, gay later”, “you’re doing 
it for attention”, “it’s a phase”, “you’re a bunch of 
cheaters”… etc etc.

There’s a fashion for identity policing events like Pride, 
especially if you belong to the bisexual/pansexual/ 
polysexual community. Where I believe that identity 
is lived experience, there seems to be an expectation 
from certain sections of the monosexual community of 
performance in order to “earn your place”. This can 
– and has – led to a lot of awkward situations, usually 
involving the misgendering of either myself or a partner 
(my type, just by the by, is femme pansexual scorpio 
hufflepuff – not exactly something totally obvious to the 
naked eye of your average biphobe).

It’s always rather bemused me, especially considering 
that the mother of Pride, Brenda Howard, was bisexual 
herself. According to statistics (Pew Research) 40% of 
the LGBT community identify as bisexual, making us 
the largest single group in the community. We have 
some wonderful people on our team, including Kristen 
Stewart, David Bowie, Freddie Mercury, Mara Wilson 
and Amandla Stenberg, to name but a few.

Despite (or maybe because of) our increasing visibility, 
the erasure and biphobia in LGBT spaces, especially Pride 
has become more noticeable.

Nothing compares to seeing your flag raised at a Pride 
event especially if you’re one of the letters further down 
the acronym. It’s a visual statement of “I’m here, I’m 
represented,”, and I get a happy shiver every time I see 
my colours, and those of the lesser known flags.

However, I have honestly been to Pride events where 
cats have had more representation than bisexuals. 
Memorably, one Pride event I attended seemed to a 
have a tent for just about every identity you could think 
of (including a bear tent) but no bi rep. Not even a table. 
Pride in London infamously came under fire earlier this 
year for totally failing to include any specific bisexual 
groups in the parade.

It’s disheartening, to say the least. This is our community; 
the B stands for Bisexual.

Anyway, fast forward eighteen years from my first 
realisations that attraction to multiple genders is a thing; 
this particular bisexual is now living away from London 
down on the Isle of Wight.

It sometimes feels like the only places for members of 
our community are London, Brighton and Manchester. 
The reality is, there are plenty of people – young and 
old – who live LGBT lives in more rural communities. I 
try to be an active member of the BiWessex group in 
Southampton, and I travel up to London for LGBT events 
whenever possible, but I often thought that it would be 
nice if there was something a little closer to home.

As if reading my mind, Isle of Wight Pride 2017 
suddenly popped into view.

I must admit, I was both excited and fearful of what an 
Island Pride would be like. I don’t want to name and 
shame, but there was one Pride in its first year that 
successfully managed to advertise without mentioning 
the letters “LGBT” at all, perhaps hoping that the 
rainbows would give it away.

Going back to Brenda Howard, the first Pride in 1970 
was a march, a protest in commemoration of the year 
since the Stonewall Riots in New York, often seen as 
the birth of the modern “gay rights” movement. These 
days the protest march has morphed into a parade, 
and the politics has somehow dissipated, with protest 
transformed to celebration. A common criticism, 
especially of the larger, more commercial Prides, is that 
they’re more GGGG than LGBT. The Pink Pound has 
attracted the eye of big businesses, and you’re more likely 
to find Barclays than bisexuals leading the main parade.

Prides should be a space where the community can 
come out for the day and be themselves in whatever 
shape or form or identity that is. They should be safe 
spaces, especially for the younger members of the 
community just working themselves out and finding 
where they fit in the world. As long as it can see be 
seen as a revolutionary act to hold your partner’s hand, 
or simply go into a shop to buy clothes, Pride will be 
relevant. It’s that time where we make it unapologetically 
clear to the cisgender heterosexual community that we 
are here, we exist, and we’re not going to keep quiet 
and invisible because it makes them uncomfortable.

So… Isle of Wight Pride.

Putting to rest some of the Ghosts of Prides Past was 
the survey that went out, asking for peoples’ opinion on 
what they would like their Pride to be. It was clearly an 
LGBT event, loud and proud. Further to that, it wasn’t 
going to be just for one day; there was going to be 
lots of events in the build-up and the wake of the Pride 
itself. It was bringing LGBT visibility back to the island 
and setting down some important roots. It boded well 
for the main event in July.

The week leading up to 15th July was a little bit like 
waiting for Christmas. The whole island seemed to be 
ready to get its rainbows on. I went to a performance 
of Queer Bash at the Apollo Theatre, and there in the 
corridor outside the bar was a whole array of flags – 
some of which even I couldn’t identify! That, I think, 
was when I knew this was going to be good, that all my 
worries about inclusivity and intersectionality might very 
well be unfounded in this instance.

The day itself was magnificent. The island turned out 
and did itself proud.

The atmosphere was incredible, there was so much 
positivity, so much pure delight at just being there. I was 
waiting around, helping out with some volunteers at the 
starting point of the parade, and it was a sea of colour. 
My flag was there – and not just because I was holding 
it! Some people in trans flags approached me to ask 
about my genderqueer flag, and everyone was visibly 
excited to see everyone else. The face paint was being 
passed around, and there was such an air of anticipation 
to see this inaugural Pride get started.

The community turned out, and I don’t mean that 
businesses somewhat cynically put a rainbow in the 
window in the hope of catching some passing trade. The 
island boasts a number of local independent businesses, 
and many of them did something to help make Isle of 
Wight Pride a success. One of my favourite things was the 
Alum Bay glass made especially for Pride, while Mermaids 
gin had a special edition bottle for the occasion.

Inside the arena, it was noticeably political, with all 
but the Conservatives making an effort to turn out 
and show their support. The Greens were giving out 
sachets of Green Tea, which I thought was a nice touch. 
A number of Trade Unions were there, with helpful 
advice on your rights in the workplace as well as other 
LGBT issues. Stonewall and Amnesty International 
had their stalls, with petitions raising awareness for 
the dire plight of our LGBT siblings in Russia. Even the 
police – historically not the best friends of the LGBT 
community had their LAGLO tent, raising awareness of 
how to report homophobia, biphobia and transphobia. 
Even on stage, there were political speeches as well as 
entertainment. It demonstrated that you can mix protest 
with parade, and demonstration with celebration.

Everyone I spoke to said variations of the same thing; 
what a great day. There was none of the usual inter-
community squabbling, no negativity, and no trouble. 
It was intersectional, accessible and embracing of the 
full community, not a GGGG event, but a bold LGBT 
event that saw a good portion of the island – LGBT and 
otherwise, come together to enjoy itself at the beach on 
a sunny day in July.

Our little island certainly has something to boast about; 
in the weeks that followed, the story of our success 
made it into the national Pink Press, praising us not only 
for being the first Pride to be held on a beach (which is 
definitely worth shouting about) but also for playing host 
to such a brilliant day. It gives me a glow to know that 
someone’s first pride was that positive – that a young 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, pansexual, asexual or 
any other label or identity came to Pride that day for the 
first time and felt at home and safe in their community.

It has also made a massive difference to me personally. 
I now have the opportunity to be involved in LGBT 
events without having to travel up the M3, and a certain 
amount of faith has been restored in the monolith of 
Pride. My hope now is that the momentum is kept up 
and that 2018 continues to build on that good work. 
Connections have been made with Southampton Pride, 
with plans for joint events next year. More recently, 
Bisexual Visibility Day, which coincided with the Isle of 
Wight Day, was marked with extra Bisexual flags on the 
march through Ryde.

It would be good to mark occasions such as 
International Transgender Day of Visibility, Coming Out 
Day, IDAHOBIT, and Transgender Day of Remembrance 
(as well as other important LGBT days throughout the 
year) with local events, to continue the good work of 
last year. I look forward to being part of it (as a proud 
bisexual genderqueer ravenclaw). 



How to get to IWPride

Ferries
There are up to 200 Isle of Wight ferry crossings a day 
operating from Portsmouth, Southampton and Lymington.

The main links operate for passengers into 5 different 
Island towns: Ryde, Cowes, East Cowes, Fishbourne and 
Yarmouth, the latter 3 services also carry vehicles.

Trains
There are excellent rail connections to all the major ferry 
ports, providing fast access to the Isle of Wight from 
across the UK.

Travel time from London Stations to most of the ports is 
less than 2 hours, and many ferry services coincide with 
train arrival times – inclusive tickets can also be purchased.

Coaches
The bus stations at Portsmouth and Southampton are 
both a short distance from the adjoining passenger ferries, 
allowing coach travel from any con-necting destinations.

There are also “all in one” tickets available, which 
include coach travel to the port, ferry travel and 
connecting bus service once you arrive on the Island.

Flights
If you are travelling from further afield, or outside the 
UK, you can reach the Isle of Wight via flights into either 
of the major London airports at Heathrow and Gatwick.

There are also regional flights available into 
Bournemouth and Southampton which will give shorter 
connection times to the Island.
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Hovertravel Limited, Quay Road,  
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Dear Joe,	
 
  
Please see below a few words of support for IOW Pride 2018. 
  
Hovertravel is delighted once again to support Isle of Wight Pride. The event is now a key date in the 
diary where we see the islands community, businesses, tourist’s & visitors celebrate all that Pride 
stands for. We are so proud to be the only hovercraft service in the world to ‘fly’ the guests across the 
water and straight to the ‘Pride on the beach’, along with extra services to ensure all can enjoy this 
wonderful event on the Isle Of Wight beaches. Well done to the organisers of IOW Pride and we look 
forward to working with you in 2018 and onwards! 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Neil Chapman	
Managing Director. 
T: 01983 717701  M: 07785732081  E: neil.chapman@hovertravel.com W: hovertravel.com 
 
  
 

Portsmouth Pride

What the IOW Pride Team have managed to achieve in such a short space of time is inspiring. 
They have given the LGBTQ+ community an opportunity to celebrate their diversity on the 
island for the first time and had a spectacular turn out. We are very excited to see what IOW 
Pride will bring to 2018 and all the years to follow. We hope that we can all work together to 
support and encourage one another to create amazing events for our community. 

- Portsmouth Pride Team 

Southampton Pride

Southampton Pride would like to show their support of the Isle of Wight Pride’s bid to 
host UK Pride 2018.  This is a brave move from a new Pride that will be in it’s second 
year only by then - but that sums up the spirit and tenacity of the Isle of Wight Pride and 
their clear and inclusive message.  This pride is unique in that it is by the beach and has 
a wonderful picturesque setting that goes hand in hand with the feeling of love that was 
created at their first Pride this year.  The South East region are certainly joining the Pride 
train and showing the country what we can do!  And what a great story it would be for 
one of the newest Pride’s to host such an amazing thing as UK Pride.  They have certainly 
worked their socks off since landing on the scene and their hard work has paid off in so 
many ways.  It’s wonderful for the island to have a strong LGBT voice now through their 
Pride and we can’t wait for their next event!  Southampton Pride firmly joins hands with 
the Isle of Wight Pride and all the others in our region and across the county.  Keep up the 
good work everyone!  



Hampshire Pride

Dear Colleagues

I urge you to vote for Isle of Wight Pride. They are part of a new wave of Pride 
development in our region and somehow theirs is very symbolic because the Island 
encapsulates the struggle of the South East. Our region is not a wilful or violent place and 
by and large it is fairly tolerant. That is because the status quo has been firmly locked in 
tradition for millennia. It is the kind of place where you are ‘allowed’ to be gay but you are 
actively discouraged from any public displays that tell the world who you are. Not really 
allowed to be trans though.

When the Isle of Wight tentatively started to plan for it’s first pride a columnist in the 
local press poured scorn and sarcasm over the event, the organisers and the few who 
would want to ‘celebrate’ with them. This story went viral and the support from the gay 
community was outstanding. This gave courage to a 6th form young woman to challenge 
her local MP when he came to their College about his views on homosexuality (he believed 
gay’s to be dangerous!) Thanks to her leaving the room in protest the MP was forced to 
resign his seat. We played a part in that. You and I. For Steve Taylor using UKPON’s name 
made a statement on Huffpost that was heard across the nation. I believe that with the 
help of UKPON the first Pride held on the Island as joyous a Pride I have ever witnessed. 
It had the integrity and the showbiz that each and every Pride ought to have. You had to 
be there to feel the genuine love on the day. This is the type of Pride that we can all stand 
behind, it is inclusive in name and wonderful wonderful spirit.

Our region has a good strong network of Prides that is developing in collaboration and 
support of one another. Please vote for the Isle of Wight as a symbol of co-working and 
fellowship. We have made gains in the past five or ten years. By supporting this pride we 
send that message to the establishment, church and state that we are here, we are here to 
stay and it is in their interests to get on with us quickly.

This would not be an extra garland for our region but it would be the lifeline that we all 
depend on.

Moira

red funnel support letter goes here
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